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UNLES 
BAD | 


AGINIMIRIE f 
fie aA aisiniaieh 
IAT KIND OF TROLUB 
SEEMS TO WA 
LOW YOU A, 


“BACK-UP WEAPON”! 


; : ee S T/VE CALLED THE MEN IN THE 
THEY. P UTGUNNED. VAN. THEY'RE SENDING IN OUR 
—WHILE ~~ 


WE DON'T 

HAVE TIME 

TO WAIT. 
ook 


ARE YOU 
CRAZY 7£ YOU'LL 
KILL OUR GUYS, 


SS 
BUT I WAS NOT 


MOOD 


SLAMMED THE INSIDE OF MY SKLILL. 


Ni Wi 
TO THE GREAT BEYOND. 
{XANES SRS 


EGG ROLLS 
3 ) yi 
HERE YA GO, TOMMY. 
THANKS FOR LETTIN’ ME 


COME IN AFTER HOURS 
LIKE THIS. 


ETON AN 7 PIT 
NAME, (T WAS I WHO SANG THE SONGS, WHILE 
HE PLAYED THE DRUMS. AS KIDS, 


TVE GOT A 
NICE LITTLE 

GIG GOIN! AT i 
THE ROXY ie 

THIS WEEKEND |W” = 
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LIKE 
TOO eecie PURPLE 


THEY SHAKE DOR DOWN 
ALL THE BUSINESSES 


YEAH ? 
LIKE WHAT? 


I DON'T SUPPOSE & IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD. 
YOU'D CARE TO Fa Ne _ \YOU KNOW—"' PROTECTION, 
SIT IN ON ASET a4 MONEY.” 
OR TWO? 7 
Si No S xe | 
THANKS, MAN. a? =f 
I PREFER THIS i! = ae 
~ GIG. 
NOT THAT 2 | 
IT DOESN'T | 
HAVE ITS | 
HASSLES, 
TOO. 


\ 2 


I DON'T LIKE THE SOUND 
OF THAT, TOMMY. LET ME 
LOOK INTO THIS. 


I'VE GOT— 
| (| FRIENDS —\NHO COULD 
BE OF HELP. 
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I'VE ALWAYS JUST PAID ‘EM— 
\ ITA BUSINESS 
EXPENSE. 


BUT LATELY 
THEY STARTED \ ==! 
ASKING FOR aha 
MORE MONEY... / © 
A LOT MORE 
MONEY. 


p> 


/ LTOLD EM THEY 
~\,_COULD GO TO HELL. 


So NOW 
I GET THREATENING 
PHONE CALLS EVERY 
DAY. 


DON'T WORRY ABOUT IT, 
CAL. THEY'LL LOWER THEIR 
DEMANDS A BIT, I'LL RAISE MY 
PAYMENTS A BIT—WE’LL ALL 
BE HAPPY. 


BUT 
THANKS FOR 
ie THE OFFER. 


Li 


NN CT A = im 1 ok a 
T FIGURED TOMMY KNEW WHAT HE WAS TALKING | oe = [ | T HADNT WALKED = 
f| ABOUT. THIS WAS H/5 BALLPARK—NOT MINE & | ‘ MUCH MORE THAN A BLOCK 
, Wee, WHEN MY HEIGHTENED 
| HEARING PICKED UP THE 


«COMING FROM 
TOMMY’S PLACE! 


: 1 eu DONT TAKE ANY: ff 
FT ONLY TOOK A FEW SECONDS | Aa FoR we TUNG YY 
FOR ME TO GET BACK TO THE | sis J 


RESTAURANT... =e 


“ BEST FRIEND Ga | PAVING A HEAVY. 


~ PRICE. 
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| | THEY WERE RIGHT. 


THAT WAS 
{ MIGHTY BIG TALI 


THE DRAGONS WERE HAVING A HIGH 


S TIME SMASHING TOMMY’S PLACE 


NO DOUBT THEY THOLIGHT THIS EVENING WOULD SERVE 


AS AN EXAMPLE FOR THE WHOLE NEIGHBORHOOD, 


YOU'VE BEEN WARNED, 
FERRET. SHOW THE SLIGHTEST 
SIGN OF HOSTILITY— 


SS HS Se. VB 
Y Va SF NOT BELIEVING THIS. 
SS” T/VE SEEN PHOTOS OF THE REAL 
IRON SKULL — TAKEN BEFORE 
HE DISAPPEARED. 


NOT ONLY WAS HE 

ONE OF THE GOOD 

—HE WAS ALSOA . 
HUMAN BEING. 


ES! I want six (6) issues of the PROTECTORS ™ for $15.00! Please sign me up! 
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ICity /State/Zip 
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“h MACHINE. 
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FAST MYSELF, 


AFTER ALL— 
I’M PLENTY 


E EESnE RIES ESS 

} WITH LESS EFFORT THAN IT TOOK TO 
RAISE HIS OWN METAL FEET, THE | 
ROBOT LIFTED ME FROM THE FLOOR. |” 


Bal! Tir WOULD HAV 
“ BETTER IF I HAD. 
poet 


a 
THE PAIN OF IMPACT WAS 
INTENSE—BUT SHORT-LIVED. [3 


IN 
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i ~S 24 
{ =F LUCKILY, YOU CAN'T ie 
FEEL ANYTHING WHEN 
2 YOU'RE UNCONSCIOUS. (0) 


EF UNLUCKILY— 
|| UNCONSCIOUSNESS 
DOESN'T LAST. 


SO HE’S NOT UUST A 
MACHINE—HE'S A CYBORG! 
HE MAY REALLY EVEN BE 

P (RON SKULL SOMEHOW. 
AND T'D HAVE KNOWN 
THAT FROM THE START— IF 
I'D USED MY SENSES ! 


WHAT'S: 


| THIS ON MY 


ALL RIGHT... 
BUT MIXED WITH 
TRACES OF HUMAN 


BOTHER PROTECTORS 
GET THEIR HELP. yf 


T HAVE A FEELING 
THIS |S ALL B/GGER APPROACHING SIRENS. 


| THAN T ORIGINALLY 4 TID COME BACK TO FILL IN. | 


THE AUTHORITIES — 


ABSOLUTELY 
NECESSARY! 


PROVIDED T SURVIVED THE NIGHT. 


nia lap 


i o 
HEAR ME! YOU'VE DONE ~~ 
WELL TONIGHT. VERY SOON NI 
THE 7/DAL BAS/M ARE ‘AND CHANT AT eas MAN WHO 
A PERFECT GATHERING STOOD ABOVE THEM A! 


. eee q WHEN THE CHINESE COMMUNISTS 
4 MY FATHER, WU CHUNG EXECUTED HIM IN [965—- THEY 
7 WHO CREATED THE VRAGONS— THOUGHT THE DRAGONS DIED, 
‘ WAS THOUGHT BY SOME TOO. THEY WERE WRONG. 
TO BE INSANE. : HIS MANTLE SIMPLY 
PASSED TO ME, HIS SON, 2 L AM THE 
TAI CHUNG. iPURPLE DRAGON. 2 


WHILE Yous, 
MY MIGHTY 
CYBORG — 
YOUR 
BEAUTY PROVIDE THE 
(S WHAT STRENGTH 1 NEED 
INSPIRES ME. TO CARRY OUT 
MY PLANS. 


AND IF THAT 
iSN’T A CUE FOR 


NEVER HEARD 
ONE. 


SOON, 
THE ROAR OF 
THE DRAGONS WILL 
BE HEARD THROUGHOUT 


= WORLD ! 


NOTHING 
— AND NO ONE — 
WILL BE ABLE 
TO STOP US! 


AND WHAT 
GOOD WILL IT DO YOU, 
FERRET? YOU 
WERE FORTUNATE TO 
HAVE SURVIVED YOUR 
FIRST ENCOUNTER 


THIS TIME— 


You WILL MosT \ 3 


DIDN'T HAVE A DEVIL 
OF A TIME SEPARATING 
IRON SKULLS SCENT 
FROM ALL THE ODORS 
DOWN HERE! 


eee BUT ONLY 
A FEW OF US 
EVER REALLY 
LIVE! 


ULL TAKE ON THE THEN YOU SHALL HAVE IT, 
WHOLE LOT OF YOU, FERRET. AND YO PROVE WHAT A 
CHUNG — SPORTSMAN I i 
BUT FIRST I WANT TWILL EVEN GivE You 
ANOTHER SHOT AT THE KEY TO DEFEATING 
YOUR LITTLE METAL 
Toy. 


\S LINED WITH 
BIO-MECHANICAL 


pean 
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STUPIDITY 
SEEM TO GO 
HAND-IN-HAND. 


TO BE HONEST, EVEN 
Z WO NOT KNOW THE FUNCTION 
OF ALL THESE MANY 
DEVICES. 


IF YOU WERE TO OF COURSE, IF YOU 
DESTROY THAT DEVICE— WERE TO GUESS WRONG— 


(RON SKULL DESTROY ANY OTHER 
WOULD REGAIN HIS OWN COMPONENT ON HIS 
FREE WILL. SPINE— 


FREE HIM OR DESTROY HIM, 

FERRET. EITHER WAY, YOU WIN, 

BUT I DOUBT YOU'LL GET THE 
OPPORTUNITY. 


FERRET 


WITCH” 


oon oe 
Dig it, Daddy-O! These 100% quality cotton T-shirts are the hippest thing 
to hit the scene since sliced bread! Don't get stuck in squaresville and be the only one 
on your block to miss out on these first print offerings! 


Please send me Ferret, Witch, and Gravestone T-shirts at $15.00 
each + $3.00S & H. One size fits all. 
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FOR ALL THE Goo? 
IT DID ME, 


ABILITIES 
SUCH AS MY 
GREATER 
AGILITY. 


{ He's GOT ME 


OUTCLASSED IN THE 


STRENGTH DEPARTMENT. ) 


ete 


o. 

SO I HAVE TO STOP 

TRYING TO RELY ON 
STRENGTH. 


" St 

a 
FIST CAUGHT IN THI 
HAD MY CHANCE 


RS SO WHY DID T 
HESITATE ? 


oi ee & ay & a. 


ji SKULL TWISTED 
F)GENEATH ME, PULLING 
| FREE FROM THE FLOOR. 


ES 


é HLL SaaS 


K 1 I 
WITH ONE BLOW, LT COULD JUST AS EASILY 
IT COULD SET 
(RON SKUL! 

FREI 


nr 
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ENLIST HIS. 
AID IN TAKING 
ON THE 
DRAGONS. 


aN ? I DIDN'T GUESS. 
Sapa, YOU TRIED TO 
YOU, CHUNG, / MAE HIM 
> j MACHINE—BUT 
y AT HIS CORE, 
: IRON SKULL 1S 
STILL A MAN. 
EVERY 
COMPONENT IS 
STILL CONNECTED 
TO SOMETHING 
HUMAN — \S 
PARTIALLY 
HUMAN ITSELF. 


CHUNG... I'6 Views 
ALL OVER. 


hag & 


NOW HOW ‘BOUT TELLING 
ME WHAT THIS WAS ALL ABOUT, 


HIS WAS BUT ONE 
SMALL ENCLAVE, FERRET. 
THE PURPLE DRAGONS HAVE 

BRANCHES IN ALL 
CORNERS OF 
“THE WORLD. 


SS 


Noid 


. Load 


tam 


AND ALL OF = 
THEM APPEAR 70 Set hash ‘ ~ QUESTIONS, FERRET 
THEIR CONSIDERABLE HIM— STOP WA 
RESOURCES — 


TO. FINANCE SOME 
HELLISH SCHEME OF 
TAI CHUNG'S 
DEVISING. 


HAPPENED THAT 
CHANGED YOU FROM 
THE WAY ‘YOU 


\ 
yc 
‘ 


ALL RIGHT— 
BUT THERE'S NO REASON 
YOU HAVE ‘TO DO IT 
ALONE 


‘A BAND OF US 
‘SUPRANORMALS HAVE ec 
GATHERED TOGETHER IN Pag teatdl 

ATEAM CALLED THE jie 
fii 


ASSISTANCE... 


OF NEEDING 
at 


Le THIS 1S FERRET, 
CALLING PROTECTORS 
HEADQUARTERS. COME IN, 


AND FOR THE FREEDOM YOU 
RESTORED TO ME 
‘TONIGHT. 
BUT 
T/VE FOUGHT ALONE 
AGAINST THE DRAGONS 


bs 
iii 


AND T THINK 
IT WOULD BE BEST 
I CONTINUED 
THAT WAY. 


HAG 


HI 


i 
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ANU SO IT GOES. AND 0 IT GOES. 


THERE WAS ONLY 
A SMALL CROWD 
AT THE ROXY THE 
NEXT NIGHT WHEN | 3 


THANK YOU, 
FOLKS, FOR BEING 
\ HERE TONIGHT. 


T’D LIKE TO 
CLOSE WITH ONE 


LAST, SPECIAL 
SONG. 


= 
WE’VE ALL 


LOST PEOPLE IN OUR» 


LIVES. FRIENDS— 


\ FAMILY— LOVERS. 


THIS SONG'S 
FOR ALL OF 
THEM. 


THOMAS 
DERENICK'S 
ORIGINAL 
DESIGNS FOR 
IRON SKULL 
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ALTER EGO: Cal Denton 
HEIGHT: 6' 

WEIGHT: 185 

EYES: Blue 

HAIR: Blond 


HISTORY: When young Cal Denton reached 
the age of 18, he suddenly found himself pos-  ¥ 
sessed of supranormal abilities. He assumed the 
occurrence was the result of nothing more than 
some freak anomaly in his genetic makeup. He is 
mistaken in that belief. He actually achieved his 
powers from an [CENSORED: This information 
has been classified TOP SECRET under the provi- 
sions of the Comstock Act. Divulsion of this data is 
punishable by fine and/or imprisonment.] 

Ferret has gained a much deserved reputation as 
one of the more violent costumed supranormal 
heroes, feeling that in matters of justice, the ends 
justify the means. This is best exemplified in Cal 
Denton's dismissal as Washington D.C.'s police 
commissioner in a scandal involving alleged 
police brutality. 


POWERS: All of Ferret's physical senses-- 
taste, touch, sight, smell, hearing—-have 
been increased to animal-like levels. He is 
also possessed of greater than normal 
strength, endurance and agility. Though 
capable of being very charming, he is 
often undone by a streak of violence in 
his nature. 

As the Ferret, he has a physical 
strength at least four times greater 
than that of an ordinary man; only 
Amazing Man and Mighty Man are 
stronger. 


MAN OF WAR 


ALTER EGO: Clay Carter 
HEIGHT: 6' 2" 

WEIGHT: 205 

EYES: Green 

HAIR: Black 


HISTORY: Clay Carter was a college 
student when the American Embassy in Tehran 
was seized and its occupants taken hostage. 
Spurred by his loathing for this action against the 
United States, he looked for some way whereby he 
could serve his country. 

Amazingly, he was seemingly visited by the spirit of 
the ancient Roman god of war, Mars. Mars imbued 
Carter with powers that are derived from the planets. 
Armed with these newfound abilities, Carter assumed 
the guise of Man of War. Whether or not his visit 
actually occurred has never been established. Clay 
Carter swears to this day that itis the truth, and , 
as a result of the incident, he has become an 
amateur astronomer in order to study the 
planets his powers supposedly derive from. 


POWERS: Absorbing power from the other 
planets in our galaxy, Man of War is pos- 
sessed triple the normal strength, speed, 
agility and endurance of an excelled ath- 
lete. He has yet another superpower, but 
it is one he prefers to keep secret. 
Perhaps his greatest "power" is his 

innate quality of leadership, which serves him 

well in his role as field commander of the Protectors. 


GOTHAM CITY IS NOT BIG ENOUGH 
OF THEM.. 
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CAN YOU UNCOVER THE EXCLUSIVE INSIDE INFO 
ABOUT ALL THE LATEST DEVELOPMENTS 
IN THE EVER-CHANGING COMICS WORLD? 
CALL THE ONE INSTANT SERVICE USED 
BY THE COMICS PROFESSIONALS THEMSELVES! 


COMICNENS 
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ONLY 95¢ PER MINUTE — UPDATED TWICE EACH WEEK! 
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IS THAT LONG-AWAITED COMIC BOOK EVENT 
REALLY GOING TO SHOW UP 
AT YOUR FRIENDLY NEIGHBORHOOD COMICS SHOP? 
CALL THE ONE INSTANT SERVICE 
USED BY THE COMICS PROS THEMSELVES! 
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